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St. Mary’s School, Dwarka 

Holiday Homework 

Class XI 

Subject: English 

Week 3 

Worksheet 3 
No. of questions: 10           M.M. 25 

 

1. Read the following passage carefully. 

There is a fairly universal sentiment that the use of nuclear weapon is clearly contrary to morality and that 

its production probably so, does not go far enough. These activities are not only opposed to morality but also 

to law and if the legal objection can be added to the moral, the argument against the use and the manufacture 

of these weapons will considerably be enforced. Now, the time is ripe to evaluate the responsibility of 

scientists who knowingly use their expertise for the construction of such weapons which have deleterious 

effect on mankind. 

To this must be added the fact that more than 50% of the skilled scientific manpower in the world is now 

engaged in the armament industry. How appropriate it is that all this valuable skill should be devoted to the 

manufacture of weapons of death in a world of poverty is a question that must touch the scientific conscience. 

A meeting of biologists on the long-term world-wide biological consequences of nuclear war added 

frightening dimensions to those forecasts. Its report suggested that the long biological effects resulting from 

climatic changes may at least be as serious as the immediate ones. 

Sub-freezing temperatures, low light levels, and high doses of ionizing ultraviolet radiation extending for 

many months after a large-scale nuclear war could destroy the biological support systems of civilization at 

least in the Northern Hemisphere. Productivity in natural and agricultural ecosystems could be severely 

restricted for a year or more. Post war survivors would face starvation as well as freezing conditions in the 

dark and be exposed to near lethal dose of radiation. If, as now it seems possible, the Southern Hemisphere 

were affected also, global disruption of the biosphere could ensue. In any event, there would be a severe 

consequence, even in the areas not affected directly, because of the interdependence of the world economy. 

In either case the extinction of a large fraction of the earth's animals, plants, and micro-organisms seems 

possible. The population size of Homo Sapiens will be conceivably reduced to prehistoric levels or below, 

and extinction of the human species itself cannot be excluded. 

On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the questions that follow:                (1x5=5) 

(a) Choose the word which is opposite in meaning to ‘deleterious’. 

i. beneficial 

ii. harmful 

iii. irreparable 

iv. non-cognizable 

(b) The author’s most important objective of writing the above passage is to ____________________. 

i. highlight the use of nuclear weapons as an effective population control measure 

ii. explain scientifically the climatic changes resulting from the use of nuclear weapons 

iii. duly highlight the supremacy of the nations which possess nuclear weapons 

iv. summarise the long biological effects of the use of nuclear weapons 
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(c) The scientists possessing expertise in manufacturing destructive weapons are ___________. 

i. less than half of the total number 

ii. engaged in the armament industry against their will 

iii. few in number, almost negligible 

iv. not conscious of the repercussions of their actions 

(d) According to the passage, the argument against the use and manufacture of nuclear weapons _______. 

i. does not stand the test of legality 

ii. possesses legal strength although it does not have moral standing 

iii. is acceptable only on moral grounds 

iv. becomes stronger if legal and moral considerations are combined 

(e) The author of the above passage seems to be of the view that _______. 

i. utilization of scientific skills in manufacture of weapons is appropriate 

ii. the evaluation of the scientists’ expertise shows their incompetence 

iii. manufacture of weapons of death would help eradicate poverty 

iv. utilization of valuable knowledge for manufacture of lethal weapons is inhuman 

 

2. You are Rita Dahiya, the Editor of your school magazine (Delhi Public School, Hyderabad). Draft a notice 

for your school notice board inviting articles, sketches, etc. from the students of classes VI-XII for your 

school magazine in not more than 50 words. Invent the necessary details.                                                   (2) 

 

3. You are the school librarian. You have been asked to design a poster in not more than 50 words about the 

availability of books on various subjects in the school library.                                                                       (2) 

4. Read each of the following sentences and arrange them in a logical order:                                       (1x2=2) 

(a)  

A. His relatives live in London, but they are coming for the wedding. All of Sakshi’s family lives right here 

in Mumbai. The wedding ceremony is scheduled to take place in Udaipur. 

B. She is going to marry Sam Carter who lives in the U.S.A. 

C. After marriage, Sakshi will settle in the U.S.A., where she already has a job. 

D. Sakshi John is getting married in June. 

i. DBAC 

ii. DABC 

iii. BADC 

iv. ABDC 
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(b) 

A. Her dance performances are like fairy tales and she moves like a fairy. 

B. In these fairy tales, she tells us about legends from the stories of ancient India. 

C. My dance teacher is an Indian classical dancer. 

D. She was born in England, but as a dancer, she learnt her technique in the North-East India, from a famous 

master. 

i. ADCB 

ii. CDAB 

iii. ABCD 

iv. DABC 

5. Choose the best response from the given options:                                                                                (1x2=2) 

(a) Your friend tells you about a lecture that he attended last night. Now you regret that you did not 

accompany him. What will you say? 

i. Was the lecture really interesting? 

ii. I wish I’d gone with you. 

iii. Where had the speaker come from? 

iv. None of the above 

(b) You are supposed to welcome the visitors for a conference being held at your institute. How will you 

greet the visitors? 

i. It is good that you have come to attend the conference. 

ii. You will find that the conference will widen your mental horizon. 

iii. You will have a great experience. 

iv. I’d like to welcome you all to our institute. It is a pleasure to have you here. 

6. Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate words from the given options:                                 (0.5x3=1.5) 

December is the season of music. The people of Chennai celebrate it (a) _____. Lovers of classical music 

and dance soak in this (b) ______ intense atmosphere for fifteen days. Even non-resident Indians (c) ____ 

visit Chennai during this part of the year. This season of music closes with New Year. 

(a) 

i. extravagantly 

ii. extravagant 

iii. extragenic 

iv. extreme 

(b) 

i. culture 

ii. culturally 

iii. culturing 

iv. cultured 
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(c) 

i. regularly 

ii. regularised 

iii. regular 

iv. regulate 

7. Read the following dialogues between the poet and the rain, and fill in the blanks with the most 

appropriate options:                                                                                                                                             (0.5x5=2.5) 

Poet: “Who art thou?” 

Rain: “I am the poem of the earth.” 

Poet: “Why have you come here?” 

Rain: “To beautify my origin. I also want to give life to the unborn seeds.” 

The poet asked the rain (a) ____. The rain answered that (b) _______. The poet again inquired it (c) ______. 

The rain replied that (d)___________. It further added that (e) ______. 

(a) 

i. who it was 

ii. who is it 

iii. who you are 

iv. who are you 

(b)  

i. it has been the poem of the earth 

ii. it was the poem of the earth 

iii. I was the poem of the earth 

iv. I am the poem of the earth 

(c) 

i. why has it come here 

ii. why had it come here 

iii. why it had come there 

iv. why have you come there 

(d)  

i. to beautify its origin 

ii. to beautify my origin 

iii. it had come to beautify its origin 

iv. none of the above 

(e) 

i. it also wanted to give life to the unborn seeds 

ii. it also wants to give life to the unborn seeds 

iii. I also want to give life to the unborn seeds 

iv. none of the above 
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8. Choose the part of the sentence that has an error.                                                                               (1x2=2) 

(a) The shops doors closed, and the owner left through the small back door. 

i. The shops doors 

ii. closed, and the 

iii. owner left through 

iv. the small back door. 

(b) It’s taken me a long time to find out for definite exact whose house this is. 

i. It’s taken me a long 

ii. time to find out 

iii. for definite exact 

iv. whose house this is. 

9. Complete the following paragraph by filling in the blanks with the help of the given options.    

(0.5x5=2.5) 

The story is of (a) _____ Pashtun merchant from Kabul, (b) _____ comes to Kolkata, each year to sell dry-

fruits. He (c) ___ friends with a five-year-old girl, Mini (d) ______ a middle-class aristocratic family. She 

reminds him of his daughter who lives (e) ___ Kabul. 

(a) 

i. the 

ii. an 

iii. a 

iv. some 

(b) 

i. whom 

ii. who 

iii. whose  

iv. her 

(c) 

i. becomes 

ii. became 

iii. become 

iv. has become 

(d) 

i. for 

ii. in 

iii. from 

iv. to 

(e) 

i. at 

ii. in 

iii. from 

iv. on 
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10. Complete the following puzzle using the hints given below.                                                        (0.5x7=3.5) 

The Portrait of a Lady (Hornbill) 

 

ACROSS 

3. a painting, drawing, photograph, or an engraving of a person, especially one depicting only the face or 

head and shoulders 

4. constructed in a rudimentary or makeshift way 

5. to walk in an awkward way, typically because of pain from an injury 

7. a short story, typically with animals as characters, conveying a moral 

 

DOWN 

1. (an organization or group that has) complete control of something, especially an area of business, so that 

others have no share 

2. (of a building or object) in a state of disrepair or ruin as a result of age or neglect 

6. a scene of uproar and confusion 


