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General instruction: Attempt all questions. 

1. What do you mean by the term epic?       1 

2. Give Two Importance of Manusmriti?       1 

3. What was patriliny?         1 

4.  What was the ancient Tamilkam?       1 

5. What do you understand by '' The critical edition of the Mahabharata''?  3 

6. What did B.B.Lal note about the houses in the second phase of Mahabharata period 

Explain?           3 

7.  In what ways was the Buddhist theory of a social contract different from the 

Brahmanical view of society derived from the Purusha sukta?    3 

8. Explain the relationship between the Varna system and the occupation according to 

Brahmanical texts. How did the Brahmanas reinforce these?   3 

9. The rules of the Brahmanical texts were not universally followed in ancient time. 

Justify giving five evidence.         3 

10.  Read the paragraph carefully and answer the following question : 

                                

A Tiger-Like Husband 

This is a summary of a story from the Adi Parvan of the Mahabharata. 

The Pandavas had fled into the forest. They were tired and fell asleep; only Bhima, 

the second Pandava, renowned for his powers, was keeping watch. A man-eating 

rakshasa caught the scent of the Pandavas and sent his sister Hidimba to capture them. 

She fell in love with Bhima, transformed herself into a lovely maiden and proposed to 

him. He refused. Meanwhile, the rakshasa arrived and challenged Bhima to a 

wrestling match. Bhima accepted the challenge and killed him. The others woke up 

hearing the noise. Hidimba introduced herself and declared her love for Bhima. 

She told Kunti, “I have forsaken my Am. friends, my dharma and my kin; and good 

lady, chosen your tiger-like son for my man…whether you think me a fool or your 

devoted servant, let me join you, great lady, with your son as my husband.” 

Ultimately, Yudhisthira agreed to the marriage on one condition that they would 

spend the day together, but that Bhima would return every night. The couple roamed 

all over the world during the day. In due course, 

Hidimba gave birth to a rakshasa boy named Ghatotkacha. Then, the mother and son 

left the Pandavas. 

Ghatotkacha promised to return to the Pandavas whenever they needed him. 

Some historians suggest that the term rakshasa is used to describe people whose 

practices differed from those laid down in Brahmanical texts. 



 

a) Who was Hidimba? Why was she sent to Pandavas and what did she do? 

Explain.         2 

b) How did Hidimba plead with Kunti for her love?    2 

c) Why were Pandavas sent to the forest?     2 

d) On what conditions did Bhima agree for marriage with Hidimba?   2 


