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St. Mary’s School, Dwarka 

Holiday Homework 

Class XI 

Subject: English Core 
  

 

1. Choose the correct option is to fill in the blanks to complete the note about climate 

change in the Himalayas         (1X3=3) 

In the Himalayas, the desert (i) ..............Climate change in Indian region of Ladakh(ii)...........and 

has made rainfall and temperature unpredictable. Water is needed to irrigate the fields. The 

government (iii).............financial support for agriculture. 

 

i) a) doesn’t turn green 

b) will turn green 

c) has turned green. 

d) is turning green 

 

ii) a) has shrunk glaciers 

b) have shrink glaciers. 

c) will has shrunk glaciers 

d) shrunk glaciers 

 

iii) a) does provided the farmers 

b) will provide the farmers 

c) have provide the farmers 

d) provided the farmers 

 

2. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct options:     (1X 4=4) 

i) Buses go from here to all the places but you can’t enjoy the visit. You ———better take a taxi 

a) will. b) can. c) may d) used to 

 

ii) Thousands of people came to the theatre, but only – of them got tickets 

a) less. b) few c) a few d) many 

 

iii) Rs.2500 – too much for the tailoring of a coat 

a) is. b) are c) will. d) has 

 

iv) I don’t think there is – hope that she is going to pass this year 

a) less b) few c) any d) all 

 

 

3. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow: -   (1X3=3) 

On January 4, after 36 hours of continuous pumping, we reached the last few centimetres of 

water. Now, we had only to keep pace with the water still coming in. We could not set any sail 

on the main mast. Pressure on the rigging would simply pull the damaged section of the hull 

apart, so we hoisted the storm jib and headed for where I thought the two islands were. Mary 

found some corned beef and cracker biscuits, and we ate our first meal in almost two days. 
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But our respite was short-lived. At 4 p.m. black clouds began building up behind us; within the 

hour the wind was back to 40 knots and the seas were getting higher. The weather continued to 

deteriorate throughout the night, and by dawn on January 5, our situation was again desperate. 

 

i)  What happened at 4p.m on January 4? 

a)  The weather deteriorated again 

b)  A ship came for help 

C. Saw a lighthouse 

D. Both A and B        

                                                                  

ii) What does the word ‘respite’ mean? 

a)  Get worse 

b) The framework of the vessel 

c)  A short period of rest 

d)  Rubbish                                                                               

  

iii)  What was their first meal in two days? 

a)  cake and chocolate 

b) bread and milk 

c) noodles 

d) corned beef and cracker biscuits                                     

 

4. Choose the correct option and answer the question-     (1X6-6) 

i)  In which year was the concept of Sustainable Development popularized? 

a)1887, b) 1987, c)1897 d)1787 

 

ii) The world’s most dangerous animal is----------------- 

a) Lion b) Tiger c) Man d) Elephant 

 

iii) According to the scientists, there are about---------million living species 

sharing the earth 

a)1.2      b)4.3      c)4.2     d)1.4 

 

iv) Which one among the following is one of the earth’s biological system? 

a) wasteland       b) barren land     c) wet lands     d) grass lands 

 

v) When Albert Einstein meets Elsa, he was reading a book on 

a) Geology   b) Biology        c) Zoology d) Astrology 

 

vi) Before leaving Munich, the last person he met was – 

a) Elsa   b) Mr. Braun     c) Mr. Koch     d) Yuri 

 

5. Choose the correct word from the option given below for substituting the underlined 

words:                                                                                    (1X3=3) 

 

i). So now Mrs. Pearson is bold and dominating and Mrs. Fitzgerald was nervous and fluttering. 

a. Confused 

b. Walking 

c. Hiding 

d. Sitting 
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ii) . He could not realise the grim situation that it could him into trouble. 

a. Tensed 

b. Gloomy 

c. Happy 

d. Surprising 

 

iii)  He was complacent with all he already had. 

a. Feeling 

b. Grasped 

c. Discouraged 

d. Feeling contented 

 

                                                                   SECTION B  

1. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: (8 Marks) 

1. A good business letter is one that gets results. The best way to get results is to develop a 

letter that, in its appearance, style and content, conveys information efficiently. To 

perform this function, a business letter should be concise, clear and courteous. 

2. The business letter must be concise: don’t waste words. Little introduction or preliminary 

chat is necessary. Get to the point, make the point, and leave it. It is safe to assume that 

your letter is being read by a very busy person with all kinds of papers to deal with. Re-

read and revise your message until the words and sentences you have used are precise. 

This takes time, but is a necessary part of a good business letter. A short business letter 

that makes its point quickly has much more impact on a reader than a long-winded, 

rambling exercise in creative writing. This does not mean that there is no place for style 

and even, on occasion, humour in the business letter. While it conveys a message in its 

contents, the letter also provides the reader with an impression of you, its author: the 

medium is part of the message. 

3. The business letter must be clear. You should have a very firm idea of what you want to 

say, and you should let the reader know it. Use the structure of the letter—the paragraphs, 

topic sentences, introduction and conclusion—to guide the reader point by point from 

your thesis, through your reasoning, to your conclusion. Paragraph often, to break up the 

page and to lend an air of organization to the letter. Use an accepted business-letter 

format. Re-read what you have written from the point of view of someone who is seeing 

it for the first time, and be sure that all explanations are adequate, all information provided 

(including reference numbers, dates, and other identification). A clear message, clearly 

delivered, is the essence of business communication. 

4. The business letter must be courteous. Sarcasm and insults are ineffective and can often 

work against you. If you are sure you are right, point that out as politely as possible, 

explain why you are right, and outline what the reader is expected to do about it. Another 

form of courtesy is taking care in your writing and typing of the business letter. 

Grammatical and spelling errors (even if you call them typing errors) tell a reader that 

you don’t think enough of him or can lower the reader’s opinion of your personality faster 

than anything you say, no matter how idiotic. There are excuses for ignorance; there are 

no excuses for sloppiness. 

5. The business letter is your custom-made representative. It speaks for you and is a 

permanent record of your message. It can pay big dividends on the time you invest in 

giving it a concise message, a clear structure, and a courteous tone. 
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1.1 Make notes on the passage using recognizable abbreviations in any suitable format. 

Give a title to the passage.          (5) 

1.2 Make a summary of the passage ( 80-100 words).      (3) 

2. Collect information related to Mansarovar lake and its significance. Present it through 

Power Point (about 5-7 slides).                                                (5) 

 

3. Indian School of Drama is organizing a festival of drama featuring some award 

winning plays on 23rd,24th and 25th August 20xx at Siri Fort Auditorium Delhi Honourable 

Minister of North Eastern Development has consented to be the Chief Guest. Draft a poster to be 

displayed in different areas of your locality                            (3) 

 

4. You are Anuj Mittal. Write a letter to the General Manager of BSNL requesting him to 

send you the list of phone calls made from your phone.                       (5) 

 

5. Write a debate on the topic:- School closures are necessary to prevent the spread of 

COVID 19                                                                          (5) 

 

6. Watch Ted talks related to the Elderly, People with disabilities and Environment and express 

your opinion in a speech on the same in about 150 words on any one of them and record it in 

your own voice                                  (5)                             

 

7. Answer the following question in about 30-40 words:      (2) 

What was Mrs. Fitzgerald’s unusual idea for helping Annie out? 

 

8. Answer the following question in about 40-50 words:      (3)  

  Explain the concept of sustainable development as outlined in the lesson “ Ailing Planet” 

 

9. Answer the following question in about 120-150 words.      (5) 

 Compare and contrast the characters of Mr. Crocker-Harris and Frank. 

 

10. Answer the following question in about 120-150 words.      (5) 

 “I have done something, oh, God! I’ve done something real at last.” Why does the protagonist, 

Andrew , in the story, Birth, by A.J Cronin, say this? What does it mean? 

 

 

 

 

 

  


