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ThestudentsofAirForceSchoolCamerocelebratedGandhiJayantiandremembered

the"FatheroftheNation"forhiscontributiontowardshismotherlandIndia.

TheHeadmistress,Mrs.AparnaNaithanitoldthestudentsaboutthelifeof"The

Mahatma"andhowheworkedtirelesslytofreeIndiafromtheshacklesofcolonialism.

Shealsothrewlightontheprinciplesofthisgreatmanandhowherejuvenatedthe

peopleofthenationtoacquirefreedomfromtheBritishersbyNon-violence.

ThemovieonthelifeofthegreatIndianleaderofourfreedomstruggle"Mahatma

Gandhi"on28September22.Themoviesgavethemagreatinsightintothelifeofthis

greatpersonalityandhiscontributiontowardsourcountry.

MohandasKaramchandGandhi,alsoknownastheMahatma(“GreatSoul”),wasborn

onOctober2,1869,inIndia.Hewasaninspirationalleader,apeacefulactivist,and

legendaryhumanitarian.HisbirthdayisanationalholidayinIndia,anditisalsothe

InternationalDayofNon-Violence.

Duringhisyearsatschool,Gandhiwasconsideredanaveragestudent.In1887he

finishedhisstudiesattheUniversityofBombay.HethenmovedtoEnglandtostudy

law.HereturnedtoIndiain1891.Hetriedtostartalawcareer,buthewas

unsuccessful.

WorkinSouthAfrica

In1893GandhitookajobinaBritishcolonyinSouthAfrica.TherehesawEuropeans

mistreatingIndiansettlers.HegotintopoliticstofightforIndianrights.

Gandhifirstusedhismethodofnonviolentprotestin1906.HetoldIndiansthatthey

shouldnotobeyBritishlawsthattheythoughtwerewrong.Healsosaidtheyshould

staypeacefulnomatterhowtheywerepunishedfortheiractions.Thisnewmethodof

protestbecameknownassatyagraha,or“devotiontotruth.”

ProtestsinIndia

GandhireturnedtoIndiain1915.WithinafewyearshebecameIndia’smostpowerful

politicalleader.Heledmajorprotestsin1920–22,1930–34,and1940–42.Gandhi’s

followersstoppedusingBritishgoods.TheyrefusedtoenterBritishcourtsandschools.

In1930GandhiledaprotestagainstaBritishtaxonsalt.HeledIndiansonamarchto

theseatocollecttheirownsalt.Gandhiwassometimesjailedforhisactions.



Independence

GandhiwasimprisonedfortwoyearsduringWorldWarII.HeandotherIndianleaders

haddemandedimmediateindependenceasIndia’spriceforaidingBritaininthewar.

Afterhewasreleased,Gandhicontinuedtoworkforindependence.

Indiafinallywonitsindependencein1947.ItwasagreatvictoryforGandhi.Buthe

wasdisappointedbecauseIndia’slandwasdividedintotwonewcountries:Indiaand

Pakistan.BeforeandafterIndia’sdivision,thecountrywastornbyclashesbetween

HindusandMuslims.Gandhitriedtomakepeace.OnJanuary30,1948,inthecityof

Delhi,hewasshotandkilledbyaHinduman.


